CHAPTER V

AN ATTEMPT AT  COLONIAL UNION

THE men who controlled the destinies of New
England were deeply concerned not only with pre-
serving its faith but also with guarding its rights
and liberties as they defined them, and reverentially
preserving the letter of its charters. For men who
wished to sever their connection with England
and to disregard English law and precedent as
much as possible, they displayed a remarkable
amount of respect for the documents that ema-
nated from the British Chancery. In fact, how-
ever, they valued these grants and charters, not as
expressions of royal favor, but as bulwarks against
royal encroachment and outside interference, and
in accepting such privileges as were conferred by
their - charters, they recognized no duty to be
performed for the common mother, no obligations
resting upon themselves to consider the welfare
of England or to cooperate in her behalf*
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